
 
 

 
 

Dear Professor Sina Ercan, 
 

 
ClinicalKey Global Challenge 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

18th December 2019 

 
I am delighted to inform you that your student, Berfin Ece Akbulut, reached the semi-finals of the 
ClinicalKey Global Challenge. A challenge that has tested her medical knowledge across a range of 
subject areas and pushed her limits as she competed against thousands of other medical students on 
a global platform. 

 

The challenge, which launched in August 2019, was created with the support and guidance of 

our expert authors and clinicians, Dr. Ted O’Connell, Associate Clinical Professor in the 

Department of Family and Community Medicine at the UC San Francisco School of Medicine, Dr. 

Ryan Pedigo, Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine at the David Geffen School of 

Medicine at UCLA, and Dr. Hao-Hua Wu, Orthopaedic surgery resident at the University of 

California, San Francisco. 

 

It featured four rounds of weekly assessments containing 25 clinically relevant USMLE-style 

questions. After completing all four rounds (and achieving a sufficient score to progress), 

participants were asked to submit a short video focusing on the theme of leadership in medicine. 

They were asked to give their thoughts (and include examples) about how they would galvanise 

a team towards a goal and also how they would resolve conflict within a team. The videos were 

reviewed by our experts and, along with their scores, participants were selected based on their 

answers given.   

 

Your student, Berfin Ece Akbulut, successfully made it to Round 5 submitting an insightful video 

that brought to the forefront her engaging personality to our clinical experts. They felt that her 

answers were strong and she gave good examples that showed deep-thinking around the subject 

of leadership in medicine, unfortunately, a difficult decision was made and Berfin did not progress 

to the finals although she was a fantastic participant. We are confident that if we run the 

ClinicalKey Global Challenge next year such an excellent student and future medical professional 

will be successful throughout. 

 

We (one of our representatives) would be delighted to provide further information to you 

about the challenge, if you are interested please let us know by return mail and we can 

arrange it.  

 

We look forward to seeing Berfin’s participation in the challenge next year. She is a credit to 

your school.  

 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 

David Hough 

Education Director,  

Local Language Markets, 

EMEA | LATAM  

Elsevier 

www.elsevier.com/ckglobalchallenge 
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